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praised are not entirely meaningless, since
Stalin himself is one of the fathers of the project
for the complete reconstruction of Moscow.
But it is quite impossible to see what the
gigantic, ugly bust of Stalin is doing in the
Moscow Rembrandt Exhibition, which is other-
wise most tastefully arranged. And I was taken
aback when, at a lecture on " The Technique
of Soviet Drama," I heard the otherwise very
intelligent and restrained speaker suddenly
burst into a tremendous song of praise on the
merits of Stalin.

There can be no question that in the great
majority of cases this idolatry is genuine. The
Causes people feel the need to express their gratitude,
their infinite admiration. They do in truth
believe that they owe to Stalin all they are and
have, and, however incongruous and at times
distasteful this Stalin-worship may seem to us
of the West, nowhere have I found anything
to indicate that it is in the least artificial or
ready-made. Rather it has grown up organic-
ally, side by side with the results achieved in
the economic reconstruction. The people are
grateful to Stalin for their bread and meat,
their order, their education, and for the creation